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MEMOIR CF MR. STEPHEN HALLET GOLDING. 


IT appears very desirable, that 
a larger portion of religious biog- 
raphy should be occupied by the 
lives of pious and exemplary lay- 
men. Though an account of ex- 
cellent ministers is very tnstruc- 
tive, yet several circumstances 
conduce to render it less general- 
ly useful. As they move in a 
sphere peculiar to themselves, the 
nature of many of their duties 
precludes universal imitation ; 
and their superior attainments 
and zealous exertions, like the 
ssill of a physician, or the brave- 
y of a soldier, are rather admired 
and applanded than followed. 
Even their piety is too frequent- 
ly regarded with a kind of pro- 
fessional reverence only ; as the 
sanctity of a hermit was formerly 
venerated by the neighboring 
multitude, who imagined them- 
selves to be under no obligation 
to conform to his self- denying 
example. 
We are therefore particularly 
ont when we have an oppor- 
unity of exhibiting the lives of 
those excellent persons who .have 
appeared in the midst of secular 
engagements. Short indeed wis: 
the career of the amiable subject 
of the following memeir ; but 
he has left behind him a testimo- 
2N 


ny to the power of religion, which 
will long, and we hope with ad- 
vantage be remembered. 

Mr. S. H. Golding was born of 
respectable patents, at Bridport,in 
England, in the year .1784 Al 
most from his childhood he discov. 
ered an ardent thirst after knowl. 
edge ; and he possessed, in a preat- 
er degree than many, the means of 
gratifying this laudable desire. 
He enjoyed the advantage of a 
classical education, and made 
some proficiency in mathematical 
studies. After quitting school 
he devoted himself to the law ; 
but still embraced every oppor- 
tunity which lis professional en- 
gagements allowed for acquiring 
general. knowledge. He fre- 
quently rose several hours before 
day im winter, and pursued his 
studies with an ardor and perse- 
verance, which cnabled him, with 
a remarkable facility of execu- 
tion,, to accomplish more than 
most. other young persons. 
Many proofs of his industry and 
applicaiion remain in his_various 
analyses of woiks, and severa 
manuscripts, Which his relatives 
possess. 

Bur it is not our intention to 
fill this memoir with an account 
of the vigour of his understand- 
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ing, his singular diligence, the 
extent of his knowledge, or the 
refinement of his mind and amia- 
bleness of his manners. ‘ We 
could,”? to use the words of one 
of his friends, “:adduce numer- 
ous proofs of the warm affection, 
tender sensibility, and extreme 
delicacy of his disposition, and 
of the integrity, and disinterest- 
edness which distinguished his 
character. He discovered a con- 
scientious regard to duty in all 
his transactions, and exemplary 
and consistent conduct in every 
relation.” 

But we wish to fix the read- 
er’s attention on his unfeigned 
piety ; which, as his life drew 
nearer to a close, shone forth 
with increasing and singular 
lustre. We know not the date 
of his first serious impressions. 
A letter which he wrote, in his 
fourteenth year, on the death of 
an elder brother, evinces a mind 
in some degree affected with 
eternal concerns, But though 
nothing decisive appeared in his 
character at this time, or for 
some following years, yet during 
this period he exhibited many fa- 
vorable symptoms of a mind well 
disposed. He discovered a rev- 
erence for sacred things ; and he 
not only attended upon the pub- 
lic means of grace and the secret 
duties of religion, but frequented 
those social meetings of prayer 
which the learned and polite, un- 
less renewed by divine grace, 
generally regard with disgust 
and contempt. Bat though it 
i impossible to say when that 
change, without which ‘ we can- 
not see the kingdom of God,” 
took place in his character, yet it 
will evidently appear from the 
subsequent part of this memoir, 
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that he had been drawn by divine 
influence from a love to worldly, 
to a superior delight in spiritual 
objects. He who sees no differ- 
ence in his past and present expe- 
rience, has reason to call his reli- 
gion in question Yet the alter- 
ation might be effected, especial- 
ly in those who have enjoyeda 
religious education, in a very 
gradual and imperceptible man- 
ner. Such persons are like a 
man who, gliding down a stream, 
removes from the dominions of 
one prince into those of another. 
He knows not when he passed 
the boundaries which divide the 
two kingdoms; and is only con- 
sctous of the change, by contras- 
ting the objects around him with 
the scenes which he had recently 
quitted. 

He went to London in the 
year 1807. Previously to his 
going thither, he expresses, in a 
letter to a friend, his resolution 
to avail himself of the advanta. 
ges for improvement which his 
new situation would afford ; but, 
he adds, what is particularly me- 
morable, as descriptive of his own 
future condition, ‘ Thus have I 
fully unbosomed myself to you 
on the most important subject of 
a temporal nature which can en- 
gage my attention. How far 
success may smile on my pros- 
pects, 1s only known to the Su- 
preme Disposer of events, who, 
in the course of his providence, 
often frustrates the schemes ot 
mortals, to shew more fully his 
own sovereignty and their depen- 
dence.’ 

On his arrival in London, he 
was sensible of the numerous 
snares to which he was exposed, 
as appears from a letter which he 
wrote to his brother on that oc- 
casion :— 
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‘ With much pleasure,’ eayshe, to rejoice with trembling, re- 
‘I reflect on the solicitude you membering the precept of the a- 
expressed when we parted, that I postle, ‘ Let him that thinketh 
could be introduced tosuch com- he standeth, take heed lest he 
pany as would be acheck to fall.” 
youthful levity, ina place so en- § We find that his diligence in 
snaring and dangerous. I say, his new situation equalled the 
I was pleased, because it shewed warmest resolutions which he 
the degree of that, the reality of had expressed before leaving the 
which I never doubted,—your country. 
concern for my best interest. If | ‘Conceive of me,’ says he, ina 
I have since been so fortunate as_ letter to one of his sisters, ‘ from 
to find a friend, I owe the favor half past nine, or carlier'in the 
to that Sovereign Goodness morning, till ten at night, so en- 
which fixes the bounds of our gaged as only to be able to spend 
habitation, and, in proportion to an hour at dinner ; and, in ad- 
the advantages we are entrusted dition to this, having full em- 
with, justly expectsa commensu- ployment for study (the only 
rate improvement.’ time) on my retiring to my lodg- 

In a letter, of the same date, ings at night, and before break- 
addressed to his father, he writes fast.’ 


ina language amiably descrip- | His unwearied diligence and 
tive of his respect, affection, and superior talents, soon attracted 
gratitude. the notice of men of the first em- 


‘I should do injustice,’ he says, inence in his profession. He 
‘tomy own feelings, wereI not met with the most flattering en- 
to begin with expressing my couragement from them, and had 
warmest thanks for the excellent prospects of wealth and distinc- 
advice and kind wishes contained tion opening before him beyond 
in my excellent father’s welcome his highest expectation ;—but the 
epistle. I regard itas oneofthe fervor of his mind exceeded the 
greatest blessings to have had a - strength of his constitution. His 
pious education, andthe instruc- unremitting application occasion- 
tions and prayers of a parent for eda hemorrhage; which, tho’ 
so long a period ; and now that slight at first, was frequently re- 
1 am, for the first time, separated, peated, and, after some months, 
I feel more than ever their value. terminated fatally.* A letter, 
Go on, my dear Sir, to assist which our young friend wrote at 
your child in this way. He needs this period, indicates the pleasing 
it, and will thank you for it ; or, state of his mind. 
at least, should he at any timebe ‘The anxiety of friends on 
disposed to reject it, this circum- such occasions,’ says he, ‘ though 
stance ought to excite him to 
Suspect that he is not what he . 
thould be—what he would be — * It is surely a subject of the deep- 
While, with joy and gratitude, est regret, that so many have fallen 
ae ; © 20 the untimely victims of an Wnrestrain- 

e acknowledges that divine eq ardor in literary pursuits, Tet 
Roodness which kas hitherto pre- otherstake warming by their iament- 
erved him from vice, he desires ed exampies ! 
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highly soothing and endearing, 
is often painful to the sufferer, 
insomuch as he sees himself the 
cause of their sorrow, whose 
pleasures and cares are blended 
with his own. For my sake, 
therefore, as well as your own, 
be not over solicitous, my dear 
sister, about what concerns me. 
God knows what is best for us ; 
and in causing me to drink of the 
cup of affliction, has wise pur- 
poses toanswer. May the fruit 
be to alienate from sin, wean 
trom inordinate attachments to 
the world, to render the Savior 
more precious, and Heaven more 
<iesirable.’ 

As his disorder increased, a 
medical gentleman, with a pater- 
nal kindness, took him ander his 
own roof, for the sake of giving 
him that particular attention 
which he needed at this critical 
period. His views and feelings 
at this time are thus expressed, in 
a letter to his father : 

‘ Here then let me pause for a 
moment, and reflect on the mer- 
cies which have accompanied this 
aillictive dispensation, ar re- 
moved from those kind relations 
whose tender sympathy and un- 
weuried attention have heretofore 
been experienced, in the midst of 
Strangers, and not even my friend 
at hand (Mr. was in_the 
country) my Situation appeared 
really forlorn. Yet have these 
circumstances heightened the 
claim of gratit ude to that Being, 
who has excited an interest in the 
bosom almost of strangers 1 in my 
behalf. Nothing can execed the 
kindness I have experienced from 
Mr. and Mrs. . In the for- 
mer, parental attention is untied 
with such a degree of proiession- 
aiskul, as sets my mind, and 
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should set yours, at perfect case 
on that subject. In the latter, I 
see all the sensibilities of a moth- 
er (the character in which, she 
Says, she wishes me to conside: 
her) displayed. Excluded as [ 
am from all society, my situation 
would be somewhat dull, were 
not every means, consistent with 
safety, used to remove the tedi- 
um of solitude. —_In short, noth. 
ing could render one more com- 
fortable under the absence of my 
relations ; while the circumstance 
of being under the same roof 
with my doctor, whose assistance 
in any emergency can be so read- 
ily obtained, is particularly fa- 
vorable. Thus the cup I am 
called to drink, though bitter, is 
sweetened with many a yeaa 
ingredient. W hether the eq S 
I had formed, the accomplis) 

ment of which appeared within 
my reach, will be entire ly “9 
trated, or only interrupted, i3 
best known to the Supreme Dis. 
poser of events. I desire to ac. 
quiesce in his will, whatever tha: 
may be. Certainly my prospects 
were fair ;—the cloud that inter- 
cepted my view was dispersed ;—- 
my most sanguine expectation: 
were exceeded, and recent cir- 
cumstances had increased them ; 
but, perhaps, I had made this too 
much anjidol.. My heart was 
too much set on it; and, without 
doubt, Infinite Wisdom has seen 
fit to withdraw it from me, that | 
may be led to trust more entirely 
op him. Happy will it be that 
I have been visited with this af- 
fliction, if this end be answered 
by it! You will be solicitous to 
know what were my views in an- 
ticipation of that event, whic 
cert: aindy, at one period, I consiu- 
ered as not far distant. Sensi! 
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of the treachery of the heart, and 
the danger of self-deception, it 
was my prayer to God to give 
me aright judgment m so im- 
portant a matter. I trust, my 
dear sir, all is well ; that l am 
prepared for any event; that, 
having cast anchor within the 
veil, I have a hold which the ter- 
rors of death cannot shake ! Re- 
joice with me inthis hope, and 
pray that it may be well found- 
ed !? 

The pleasing state of his mind, 
expressed in this letter, is also 
mentioned by the worthy lady 
with whom he resided. 

‘Our dear friend,’ Says she, 

‘has often reminded me of this 
consoling idea of Cowper’s, That 
those who are best fitted to live 
in this world, are best — 
tor the hapoiness of another 
Itis mind was calm and compos. 
ed inthe most trying period of 
his iliners ; and, though he was 
prohibited from speaking, I couid 
not refuse to listea while he was 


expressing a sweet testimony to. 


the reality of religion. He said, 
that hts! mapee rested on the truths 
of the gospel, and that he felt 
their support, and the most per- 
fect resignation to the divine will, 
as to the event of his illness. I 
lament that the low tone in which 
he spoke, and the interest and 
agitation of the moment, have 
prevented me from recalling ma- 
ny of the adeas which he aneeved 
and which | have no doubt but 
he intended that I should treas- 
ure wp for the consolation of his 
friends ; but it is enough to know, 
that, at chat solemn period when 
the human heart would not be 
tempted to disguise its real senti- 
ments, death had no terrors fer 
your beloved relative.” 


The gentleman to whom heal- 
luded in one of his letters, as the 
friend that he met with soon after 
his arrival in London, gives 
the same account of his resigna- 
tion during this period of his 
iilness ; whrilié; at the same time, 
he pays a tribute to the worth and 
amiableness of his general char- 
acter. 

‘ The first half hour,’ eays he, 
addressing his father, ‘that J 
spent with your son, after-his ar- 
rival in town, excited my desire 
to cultivate hisiriendship ; for I 
thought that I preceivea great in- 
telligence, united with roodness 

and sweetness of disposstion ; and 
what 1 anticipated I found,—an 
affectionate friend, and an excel.-. 
lent companion. We were sel- 
dom long separated from each 
other when business did not pre- 

vent our meeting. His ardor in 
his profession was great. He 
had marked out the read; and 
the principal obstacles appeared 
to have been removed, by his su- 
perior talents and preservanct, 
when he was arrested in his course 
by the hand of Omnipotence. 
At this time he exhibited the pow- 
er of therelizion he professed. 
Not a murmur escaped him. 
He often mentioned it as a stri- 
king proof of the vanity and un- 
certainty of terrestrial things ; 
but with a spirit of christian for. 
titude, and a desire of cheerful re- 
signation to the will of his heaven-~ 
ly Father,’ 

Who can read, without emo- 
tion, these testimonies of his sub- 
misston to the disposal of infinite 
wisdom, especially when it is con- 
sidered what high-raised hopes 
were blasted by his premature 
tliness ! 

‘The remaining part of this Sfe- 
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moir will relate to his views and 
dispositions after he returned in- 
to the country. About three 
months before his death, he grew 
considerably worse ; but he en- 
joyed, during this period, with 
only a short interruption, a most 
desirable serenity of mind: and, 
as he drew nearer to an eternal 
world, he was favoured with 
more lively anticipations of glory. 

Soon after his return, a meet- 
ing of prayer being proposed on 
his account, he wrote the follow- 
ing letter to his worthy minister, 
the Rev. John Saltren, of Brid- 
port :— 

‘I know not, my dear Sir, 
whether, in thisexercise, the call 
for prayer or thanksgiving be 
greater, When I think on my 
late providential, and, as it seems 
to me, almost miraculous escape* 
from a catastrophe which, had it 
happened in my debiliated state, 
would, according to human prob- 
abilities, have proved directly, at 
least ultimately, fatal, I cannot 
but see cause for gratitude to that 
God who, in such extremity, ap- 
peared for my help. This, and 
the favorable state of my health 
at present, which evidently im- 
proves under the use of the means, 
encourage me to hope that there 
is mercy yet in store, and that the 
time may not be far distant when 
I shall again be permitted to ac- 
knowledge his goodness, even the 
goodness of the Lord in the land 
of the living. It is this hope 
which will furnish matter of sup- 
plication toa throne of grace, 
Life can only be desired, as it 
affords opportunity of usefulness 


* Alluding to some alarming symp- 
toms, which induced a full expecta- 
tion of an immediate return of the 
hemorrhage. 


Memoir of Mr. Stephen Hallet Golding. 


{Ocr. 


here, or of preparation for happi- 
ness hereafter ; and if, in a pro- 
tracted existence, I have to anti- 
cipate a life burdensome to my- 
self and my friends, my prayer 
would be, ‘ Lord finish thy work, 
and cut it short in righteousness ! 
Fit me for thy kmgdom, and then 
take me to it! Hence appears 
the propriety of submission to the 
divine will, even in our prayers, 
let their fulfilment prove a curse 
instead ofa blessing. ‘ One thing 
we cannot ask amiss, that the af- 
fliction may be sanctified ; and I 
feel its importance too much, not 
to remind you, my dear Sir, of it. 
May the spirit of wisdom descend 
upon and influence those who 
may be engaged !—and may the 
angel of the covenant mingle his 
incense with theirs, that their 
prayers may be accepted before 
the throne of God !’ 

During this meeting of his 
friends, or on a similar occasion, 
he wrote the following memoran- 
dum, which was found after his 
decease.— 

‘I cannot close the duties of 
this evening, when my friends 
have a meeting for prayer on my 
account, without expressing, in a 
manner more distinctly than | 
have yet done, the state of my 
religious feelings, under the afflic- 
tion which has so long tried me. 

‘It has often been a subject of 
regret that I had not done this 
sooner, at least only by those 
communications which 1 have 
sometimes made to my friends. 
After the attack, I had for a con- 
siderable time no convenient op- 
portunity for this; and since I 
came down to the country the de- 
sign has been delayed, froma 
wish to take a more circumstan- 
tral view of the subject, in the 
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different stages of my disorder, 
than my health in general would 
prudently admit of ; though, with 
shame I speak it, there have been 
seasons when at most I should 
have run no greater risk from the 
investigation than the fatigue of 
other studies or engagements oc- 
casioned. Should life be spared, 
I hope to devote the earliest op- 
portunity to make this scrutiny. 
In the mean time, the following 
paper is intended as a memento for 
the use of myself, and for the 
satisfaction, in some degree, of 
my friends who may survive me: 

‘The period when Death 
stares us in the face, though a 
geason of trial to the faith, is by 
no means favourable to an inqui- 
ry asto the foundation of our 
hopes ; which can best be effect- 
ed when the mind is calm and un- 
influenced by bodily disease. 
Hence I have repeatedly sought 
to ascertain the reality of that 
comfort which I seemed to feel 
at this awful period, Not con- 
tent with my own examination, I 
have endeavoured to compare my 
religious affections with those 
laid down in an inestimable work 
of President Edwards on the 
subject, as evidences of a State of 
salvation. The result is, That 
though 1 have greatly to deplore 
the want of clearer testimony on 
this head, particularly as to the 
way in which the Lord first 
brought me to himself, I dare 
entertain a hope, that I have 
been led by the teachings of his 
Spirit to see my danger and my 
remedy,—to choose the Lord for 
my portion, and to give myself 
up to him to be entirely at his 
disposal ! I have at times felt a 
pleasure 1 cannot describe, in 
making this surrender to him,—~ 
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in pouring out my soul, as it 
were, in prayer before him, and 
in telling him my desire to be 
wholly his. ‘Too transient, alas ! 
have been the blissful visions ; and 
too often succeeded by a degree 
of supineness and languor hardly 
reconcilable with a christian life ! 
My temper, under this affliction 
has been much too little regulat- 
ed by the Spirit of the meek and 
lowly Jesus. This has been the 
cause of much grief to me, and, 
I trust, of unfeigned humiliation 
before God ; for though there 
may not be vanting some plausi- 


ble excuses on this head, drawn - 


from the influence of a complaint 
so completely nervous, yet I am 
too sensible of pride at the bot. 
tom :—a sin, I believe, from m 
own experience, the most diff. 
cult of all to root out of the heart! 
Lord, assist me by thy Spirit,— 
subdue the evil propensities of my: 
nature,—form and increase with-« 
in me those graces which evi- 
dence and adorn the christian 
profession,—and may my present 
trial be eminently blessed to the 
promotion of so ;:desirable an 
end ! 

‘TI have once more, this eve« 
ning, solemnly examined myself 
on those points which can never 
be too fully or satisfactorily 
made out. In the presence of 
Almighty God, I have seriously 
asked, Is it my supreme desire to 
be the Lord’s? Can I submit 
myself to him in all things ?>— 
content to suffer the loss of earth- 
ly comforts and prospects if he 
please,—yea, in every event to 
acquiesce in his will without mur- 
muring or repining ? My faith 
feebly answers, ‘ I trust I can.’ 
Thanks be to God for this hope ! 
It assures me, that [ am prepared 
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for whatever may befal me. ‘ All for these light afflictions, which a 
is yours, whether life or death, are but for a moment, s shall work . 
things present or thingsto come; out for you a iar more exceeding 4 
sul is yours, and ve are Christ’s, and cternal weight of glory ! ‘ 
and Christ is God’s.’? I have, : & 
in the best manner my feeble ‘If sit bs pardon’ 0 es é 
frame would enable ene, aud I The fae cae ited aot, : 
humbly hope, confiding in supe- But Chnst, my ransom, died !? i: 
rior aid, devoted myself afresh to F 
the Lord ; desiring that he would «I could wish to enlarge on so 4 
uccept me as his child, adopt me pleasing, so animating a topic ; : 
into his covenant, and so teach but, forthe present, [ must for- q 
me, by his Spirit, that | may in bear. My spirits, too great for 
future see all things in God, and _ my strength, begin to sink under 
God in every thing: that I may the infirmities of the body. O 
love him more, serve him more that I may be enabled to cultivate 
faithfully, and be enabled, by with care the christian growth, 
faith, to look forward, with un- “till full perfection crown my 
shaken confidence, to the mo- hopes in everlasting bliss !’ 
ment that finishes my earthly ca- Such was his close and serious 
reer, as the period when my bliss inquiry in the view of eternity ; 
is consummated and secured for and who can doubt of the sin- 
eternity ! Surely, if such be the cerity of his desien, or the happy 
issue of my troubles, I need not result of his examination ! 
repine at the continuance of the (To be continued. ) 2 
stroke. ‘* God in himself is bliss Pan. 
enough, take what he will away ;’ 
RELIGIOUS COMMUNICATIONS. 
— @ NIIIN = — 

Messrs. Epirors, 
You are not insensible that many, at the present day, express much diji- 

culty in reconciling the doctrine of divine so vereigntyy with, such use 

of means, in phair religious concerns, as is inculcated in the holy scrip- 

tures. I do not recollect ever to have seen, in the Adviser, any 

thing, which pphraret to have been written with a particular view 
40 elucidate this subject. If the following remarks, on a_ subje. 

which is, confessedly, of great importance to all, who are desirous of 

saint correct notions of the ch ristian scheme, should be bought qworiny 

the attention of your readers, and calculated to promote ihe caus? 4 

with, you will please to make them public. 

MANKIND, at an early peri- meanstoaccomplishends. They | 
od of life, percieve the necessity soon discover, by experience and 


of their being active in using observation, that there are purtic- 
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ulur means adapted to all the va- 

rions ends they may have in view, 
in taeir “warrous situations and 
cirewumstantes. [laving progress. 
ed thns far in knowledge, they 
are no lotiger in suspence in re- 
vard to the means, which are 
proper to be used, to effect the 
ordina iry purposes of life. Net- 
withstandine ‘there are many un- 
avoidable incidents which give 
aa unfavourable turn to haman 
éxertions; yet thére is no very 
serious obstacle thrown in the 
way of calculating on the result 
of the measures pursued by indi- 
viduals, to effect the objects they 
may contemplate. But few are 
disposed to enquire how it comes 
to pass, that men are successful 
in any of their enterprises ; and 
many, it is believed, have form- 
ed sucl ideas of a connexion be- 
tween human means and ends a3 
are whelly inconsistent with that 
dependance on the Governor of 
the Universe, whish is the foun- 
ation of all accountability. The 
idea of dependance makes an un- 
pleasant impression on the minds 
of creatures who are wholly 
selfish. ‘Yhey are willing to be 
active, if, at the same time, they 
may be independent. . But, to be 
required to be active in using 
Means, and yet be dependant on 
the goed pleasure of a power 
above them for success, is hue 
miliating to the pride of human 
nature. From the prevalence of 
this disposition in the hearts of 
men, much contention and error 
have arisen, in regard to the ue- 
cessity, utility and efficacy ot 
means, in relation to the salvation 
of sinners. With a view to clear 
this subject of the difficulties real 
or imaginary, iu which it is often 
Supposed ta be invslved, an at- 
29 
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tempt will be made to illustrate 
the following proposition, viz. 

It is che purpose of God, that 
mankind shall be active in the 
use of means to accomplish ends, 
in the matter of their salvation, 
under such circumstances as are 
calculated to teach them their 
absolute dependance. 

This proposition, which is 
thought to accord with the gene- 
ral tenure of the sacred scriptures, 

may be best elucidated, by bring- 

ing into view anumber ct fdistince 
conziderations. 

1. It is observable that man- 
kind do not discover any neces: 
sary connexion between the means 
God has directed them te use to 
effect the commen purposes of 
life, and the attainment of the 
end proposed. They cultivate 
thé earth upon uncertainties, i 
regard to the strecess of their la- 
bors. ‘In the moraing sow thy 

seed, and in evening “withhold 
not thine hand; for thon know- 
est not whether ‘ial prosper, els 
ther this or that, or whether they 
both shall be alike good.” In 
like manner, the sick cull a physi- 
cian, and re his prescriptions. 
They are induced te do this, from 
a consideration of the tendency 
there is in means to the accom- 
ptishment of ends, not from the 
discovery of any efliciericy m 
means, simply considered, to en- 
sure the desired effects. A 
know!edge of the fact, that life 
has been preserved and health 
restored, by the use of specific 
remedics, in persons affected by 
certain diseases, is a sufficient en- 
couragement for otHers, in simt- 
lar circumstances, to make exera 
tions tor relief in the same way. 
They are, nevertheless, held in 
ste pence tween hope and fear, 
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Since itis a fact also, that no 
means have been found effeca- 
eious in all cases. Upon the 
same principle, men use means 
to obtain riches, honors and 
pleasures ; in some instances they 
are prospered, in others they are 
disappointed. If these observa- 
tions be just, we see, that m 
whatever circumstances mankind 
may be placed, or whatever ob- 
jects they may have in view, or 
however well they may be ac- 
quainted with the tendency of 
means to the accomplishment of 
ends; yet there can be no infal- 
ible connexion between any 
means in their power to use, and 
the attainment of any proposed 
end. 

Here it may be observed, that 
the uncertainty which attends the 
use of means, does not, aS some 
have supposed, make it immate- 
rial how creattres act, or what 
they do, in regard to their salva- 
tion. A distinction is to be made 
between the tendency of means 
to ends, under the controul of 
providence, and a _ connexion 
which establishes the indepen- 
dence of creatures. It may 
be said, that there is an adapt- 
edness in certain means to the 
production of particular ends, 
which is sufficient to regulate the 
pursuits of mankind, without in- 
terfering with the sovereignty of 
God, in the disposal of all events. 
A knowledge of this adaptedness 
has ever been a sufficient induce- 
ment with mankind for cultivat- 
ing the earth at certain seasons 
of the year, with a view to the 
attainment of bread ; notwith- 
standing many individuals, in 
all ages, have used this mean 
without success. With the same 
propriety may moral means be 
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used with reference to ‘moral 
ends ; and we can see no objec- 
tion te this state of things in the 
mind of a man whose heart is 
rightly affected in regard to mor- 
al objects, in one case more than 
in the other. 

We may observe further, that 
the uncertainty, which attends 
the enterprises of men, does not 
embarrass them in the choice of 
means to effect the ordinary pur-- 
poses of life. - The man, who 
desires to be rich, sees that indus- 
try and economy are _ proper 
mieans to effect his purpose He, 
who is anxious to enjoy good 
health of body, sees the proprie- 
ty of living temperately. ‘Those, 
who are solicitous to obtain sal- 
vation are taught ‘that denying 
ungodliness and worldly lusts, 
they should live soberly, right- 
eously and godly in this present 
evil world.’ Should it be said 
that there are imstances in which 
the diligent hand has not obtain- 
ed wealth; and that some sober 
and temperate men have not en- 
yoyed health ; it cannot be said 
that the earth has produced 
bread spontaneously ; or that 
idleness and prodigality have 
ever made men rich; or that 
living in sin and rebellion against 
God has ever prepared any one 
for heaven. 

_ It may be remarked further, 
that the want of a certain con- 
nexion between the means man- 
kind are directed to use, and the 
ends contemplated, does not 
render the use of means less im- 
portant. He, who does not sow, 
cannot reap—he, that does not 
Strive, can not ‘enter in at the 
strait gate.’ It is the diligent 
hand that maketh rich, when 
there are riches. Itis he whe 
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works out hit salvation with fear 
and trembling, that will finally 
obtain salvation. The admit- 
ting that means are, in some in- 
stances, used without ‘success, 
argues nothing against the im- 
portance of means, in every 
thing, which respects either the 
present or future welfare of crea- 
tures; unless it be made to ap- 
pear also, that there are as many 
cases, in which both the present 
and future interests of mankind 
have been promoted, without 
the intervention of means adapt- 
ed to the ends proposed. Our 
seeing the necessity of means does 
not depend on a previous knowl- 
edge of the result of human ex- 
ertions ; it is enough to know 
that in all cases,in which events 
have taken place favourable to 
the interests of men, means have 
been concerned in their produc- 
tion. If these observations be 
just, the sentiment advocated by 
sinners, in regard to means, in 
the matter of their salvation, 
must be erroneous. ‘They strive 
to convince themselves, that it is 
of no consequence to them to be 
attentive to those means, which 
God has appointed to effect the 
salvation of men, since there Is 
no certainty of their being suc- 
cessful. Under the influence of 
this opinion, it is believed, that 
many justify themselves in the 
neglect of all those means which 
God has appointed fer the obser- 
vance of his creatures, with a 
view to his glory and their own 
everlasting peace. But, ¢f they 
have never known an instance of 
aman’s growing rich by idleness, 
or healthy by intemperanee ; let 
them not indulge the vain hope, 
that fhey shall obtain heaven, 
tkough ¢ they cast off fear and re- 
sirain prayer before God. 
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9. Asthere are means which 
God has appointed for creatures 
to use, so there are means which 
he employs, to effect his purposes, 
with which creatures have no 
concern, inasmuch as they are 
wholly above human comprehen- 
sion. The change of seasons, 
cold and heat, drought and rain 
are means by which Deity pro- 
duces effects in the natural world. 
In some cases these things operate 
favorably, for the interests of 
mankind. God is pleased to 
send rain and fruitful seasons fil- 
ling their hearts with food and 
gladness. In some instances, the 
reverse of this takes place, and 
an excess of the influence of some 
one or more of these causes 
proves destructive to the labors 
and the lives of men. No fore- 
sight, power or contrivance of 
creatures can controul the opera- 
tions of these means. God has 
them in his own power, extlusive- 
ly ; and in the use of them does all 
his pleasure, in the natural world, 
according to the dictates of infi- 
nite wisdom. 

There are moral means also, 
by which Deity is pleased to effect 
his purposes in the moral world. 
The volume of divine revelation 
is a mean by which creatures 
have been brought to a just view 
of the character and perfections 
of their Creator. A dispensa- 
tion of the Gospel attended with 
a ministration of the Spirit, is a 
mean of God by which he ef- 
fects the salvation of sinners. It 
is not in the power of finite be- 
ings to substitute any other 
means, which, in Jike manner, 
will accomplish the divine coun- 
sels in relation to the plan of re- 
demption. No more is it in the 
power of creatures so to connter- 
act the tendency or infucnce 
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these means, as that they shall 
not producc those effects in the 
world, and in the hearts of men, 
which divine wisdom and benev- 
olence contemplated in the ap- 
poimtment of them, It is evi- 
dently, the purpose of God to 
preserve a true knowledge of 
himself among the children of 
men ; and to carry into execu- 
tion the plan of salvation by 
grace, aSit is exhibited in the 
Gospel. His word shall not re- 
turn void, but must accomplish 
the purpose whereunto he sent 
it. Men and angels may rise in 
rebellion, but all their efforts 
miust be unavailing ; the means 
are sufficient, and they are im- 
proved according to the sove- 
reign independent pleasure of 
Jehovah, as much so, as are the 
winds and clouds, heat and cold, 
in the natural world. 

3. The success of the means 
used by creatures to effect their 
purposes, depends on the concur- 
rent agency or influence of the 
means, which God uses. It 1s 
necessary that man should culti- 
vate the earth with a view to his 
subsistence. It is equally neces- 
sary that God should order the 
seasons favourably; that there 
should be alternate rain and sun- 
shine, to promote vegetation, and 
bring to maturity the fruits of the 
earth. In this case, it is easy to 


see, that the means which God 


has putin his own power will not 
support man independently of 
his exertions ; and that his en- 
deavors can avail nothing, unless 
God interpose his almighty pow: 
er, to crown with success, the la- 
bors of man. 

Experience teaches, that in or- 
dinary cases, there 1s such con- 
currence of divine with human 
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agency, in the use of means, 
that there is no difficulty in cb. 
taining the necessaries and the 
conveniencies of Jife. Under 
these circumstances, itis made 
the duty of man to be active, 
with a view to the attainment of 
a subsistence in the world. Ie 
must be sensible, however, that 
according to this constitution of 
things, he is entirely dependent 
on the sovereign pleasure of his 
Maker for every favor. Andro 
one is ever heard to complain 
that he has not sufficient cncour- 
agement to be active in the use 
of means to obtain those objecis 
which please him. But, there 
are some things, for which God 
has made it the duty of his crea- 
tures to seek, in this way ; and 
on account of their not regard- 
ing them according to their mn 
worth or importance, they choe 
to neglect the means adapt d to 
the attainment of them, ai. jus- 
tify themselves upon the ground 
of not having sufficient encour 
agement, to make exertions. We 
may instance in the matter of 
salvation by grace in Christ Jesus. 
Since this cannot be bad on more 
eligible terms than they have 
their daily bread, sinners are 
disposed te justify themselves 1) 
the neylect or abuse of all the 
means God has ayspointed, for 
this purpose. If they would be 
saved, they are reqnired to live 
an holy life; to exercise repent: 
ance towards God, and faith in 
the Lord Jesus Christ ; to pray 
without ceasing, and attend to 
all divine ordinances. When an 
attendance upon these duties 1s 
urged upon sinners, they are of- 
ten heard to speak of the sove- 
reignty of God asa bar again* 
any good which can possibly re- 


















































fyom any means they -may 


use to. obtain salvation. It must 
then be ascribed wholly to the 


£u rt 


_evil prepensity of the heart, that 


sinners- have ¢uch views of moral 
means, while they =re engared 
in ma king provision tor the jlesh 
i9 fulfd, the lusts thereof 3 and not 
to any real difficulty im one case, 
more than in the other. 

4. It is common with mankind, 
cither on account of ignorance 
or perverseness to make attempts 
to accomplish ends which are in- 
consistent with the honor of 
God, and hits benevolent purpos- 
es, in the government of the 

world. In ail cases of this kind, 
(Sod has means to frustrate the 
designs of his creatures. In this 

vay, all things are made to work 
fot good. The capacities of 
are so circumscribed, that 
is continually liable to mis- 
ikes in regard to what ts best 
or himself, as well as for those 
With whom he is connected in 

In view of this liabili- 
‘y to error, te 0 is common to 
nil men in their present state of 
imperfection, it must be a pleas- 
iig consideration to all, who are 
influenced by a benevolent tem- 
per, that God ever has means at 
command, which are sure to 
counteract their ill-advised exer- 
tions, so that no real. injury can 
accrue to themselves or others. 
Ji is suitable that creatures should 
realize, that all their sufficiency 
isof God. This could never be 
the case, if they were to discov- 
er, that in any thing there was 
such a connexion between any 
attempts they might make to ob- 
tainanend, and the attainment 
of the end, as that no means, 
employed by Deity, would ren- 
der their endeavour’ abortive. 


re 
-* 
~ 


— 


¢ 


te seh bat tof 


Dectrine of Divine 


Sovereirgntin Sot 
Mankind were evidentlyymede 
to be active, and at the same tim 
dependant. The Most High 
says tothem, in his providential 
goverpment, which is carried on 
by m rang, as. he does to the 
vaves of the sea, hitherto shalt 
thou come, andino further. a 
wicked, alike insensibie of thet 
de pendan ce and obligations, od 
themselves at work to accompiish 
their evil designs. For a time, 
they may be successful ; for they 
are not ignoront of the. tendency 
of means to the end: proposed. 
Every step they advance strength- 
ens their hopes, that they shall 
finally accomplish all that is in 
their hearts. But the wise Dis- 
poser of all things has means to 
counteract, aS well as to aid the 
exertions of creatures ; it 1s, there- 
fore, certain that the counsel of 
the froward will be carried head. 
long. 
§. The truth of the proposi- 


tion under considerationis abun-' 


dantly confirmed by what is to 
be found in the word of God, 
concerning means. A multitude 
of instances might be cited from 
the scriptures in which creatures 
are required to have recourse to 
means for the attainment of cer- 
tain ends, under circumstances 
which could not fail to teach 
them that all their sufficiency 
was of God, and not of them- 
selves. When + Naaman wotid 
be cured of his leprosy, he was 
directed by the prophet to wash 
himself seven times in Jourdan. 
Tie was wroth, and went away ; 
not because there was any thing 
diMeult or impracticable in this 
cirection, but because he saw, 
that in this way of cure, no part 
of the honor would redound 
to himself. = Whea the bind 
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man would recover his sight, our 
Savior anointed his eyes with 
clay, and commanded him to go 
to the pool of Siloam, and wash. 
He obeyed, and received sight. 
Had Naaman persisted in his an- 
ger, and refused finally to com- 
ply with the direction of the 
prophet ; or the blind man disre- 
garded the remedy proposed by 
Christ, there is no reason to 
think that either would ever have 
obtained a cure. Yet, if it be 
inquired, upon what principle 
they could be encouraged to pur- 
sue the steps pointed out for them, 
the answer is, the ability of God 
to effect his own purposes, ac- 
cording to his own sovereign 
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pleasure. It is suitable that 
mankind should, at all times, be 
impressed with a sense of their 
obligations to their Maker, and 
of their continual dependance 
on him, by being necessitated to 
use means to attain ends, through 
the favouring interpositions of 
his providence and grace. ‘The 
husbandman is more happy when 
he goes to his field realizing that 
his labor will turn to no account, 
without the divine blessing, than 
when he is not sensible that any 
thing beyond his own exertions, 
is requisite to render his endeavors 
successful. 
(To be continued.) 








‘MISCELLANY. 


—— > WINN >—— 


The following epitome of Lowman’s 
Hebrew Ritual, was read at a 
meeting of ministers, as a part of 
the customary exercises. The 
writer sends it4o the Editors of 
the Panoplist, in compliance with 
the opinion of his brethren, that it 
may be aseful to those who have but 
little leisure to devote to books. 


Curistians in general have 
seemed to take it for granted, that 
they have little or no concern 
with that part of the Scriptures, 
which relates to the Jewish wor- 
ship. Hence very few have studi- 
ed it with attention, while multi- 
tudes have scarcely attendéd to 
st at all; and others still have 
treated it aS unmeaning, if not 
ridiculous. The consequence is, 


that one quarter of the Bible is 
neglected, or read without prof- 
it; and not one in a thousand, 
perhaps, can give any reason why 
the Jews were forbidden to mix 
leaven and honey with a burnt 
offering ; or whether there ever 
was any reason for such a prohi- 
bition. ‘Though the Jewish rites 
are not binding on us, and tho’ 
it is not essential to salvation that 
they should now be understood ; 
yet they are a part of that Scrip- 
ture which is given by inspira- 
tion of God ; and which cannot 
be profitable to us, while we re- 
main in absolute ignorance of its 
design. 

From a summary review of 
the principal Levitical institu- 
tions, it will appear that they 
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were not unworthy of God, nor 
without important meaning to 
his ancient church, 

In such a review we must con. 
sider the following things. __ 

1. The circumstances of the 
Jewish nation. They were a cho- 
sen people, separated from the 
rest of the world, as the deposi- 
taries of God’s truth. Immedi- 
ately after the fall of Adam, the 
scheme of redemption was re- 
vealed. Pious persons, such as 
Abel, Enoch, and Noah, were to 
be found among mankind; but 
not associated in the form of an 
organized church. The calling 
of Abraham was a new era im 
the state of the world. He and 
his posterity were set apart asa 
visible church, to preserve the 
knowledge and worship of the 
one true God. From them too 
the Messiah was to spring, in 
whom all the families of the earth 
were to be blessed ; and by whom 
the truth was to have a univer- 
sal spread and triumph in the 
world. 

2. The circumstances of other 
nations must be considered. At 
the time when the Jews were sub- 
fected to the ritwal law, the dark- 
ness of Pagan idolatry had cov- 
ered almost. all mankind; par- 
ticularly the Egyptians, Canaan- 
tes, Midianites, Moabites, and all 
the nations that were to be the 
immediate neighbors of God’s 
chosen people. In some of these, 
the most abominable practices 
prevailed, under the forms of re- 
ligion, ‘They offered their chil- 
dren to Moloch in sacrifice; and 
even adultery and incest were 
sanctioned as a part of their de- 
votions. Their magicians allow- 
éd a mran to mairy not oaly his 
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sister, but his daughter, and even .. 


his mother. 

The Egyptian and Chaldean 
theology admitted, besides one 
supreme God, a multitude of in- 
ferior deities, This supreme God 
was supposed to be surrounded, 
like earthly kings, with ministers 
of different grades, thro’? whom, 
as mediators, their petitions were 
to be received. ‘The sun, as the 
most glorious object of sense, 
was considered to be his resi- 
dence, and the seven planets to, 
be the palaces of seven viceroys 
or lower kings. As these were 
sometimes invisible, temples were 
built to each of them, and ima- 
ges erected as representatives of 
these supposed gods, to which 
they might always have access, 
both day and night. Hence the 
tabernacles of Moloch, and Rem- 
phan, mentioned in the Scrptures. 
Fience the whole system of astro- 
logy and soothsaying ; and hence 
the imaginary influence of the 
planets upon seasons, months, and 
days. The antiquity and extent 
of these heathen notions may be 
seen, in some degree, from the 
fact that a remnant of the same 
idolatry has continued until now, 
and'still assigns names to our days 
of the week.* From this plane- 
tary worship they passed on to 
deify the souls of dead men; to 
consult them as oracles; and to 
adopt all the fooleries of necro- 
mancy and divination. 

3. As God did not see fit ta 
give up the whole human race to 
these abominations, it was neceSs- 
sary to fix on some spot where an 
effectual stand should be made 
against them. ‘The land of Ca- 


“Sunday, Moonday, Tuisday, Wod- 
nesdzy, Thoxsday, ke, 
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bO+4 Lowwinan’s 
naan was the spot “selected, and 
the seed of Abraham, the Ps -ople, 
“imone ‘whom the faith and wor- 
ship of the true God were to be 
maintaindd. This people, there- 
fore, must be thoror ughly euard- 
ed against falling ta With the tdol- 
atrous rites of théir neighbors. 
The danger ' of: this, 1t appears 
from fact, was very great. Bo- 
fore Abrahain was cited £ from Ur, 
heathen principles ‘and practices 
had found their way into his fa- 
ther’s family, ‘Théy continued 
in the fami ly of Laban, so that 
when Jacod left him to return to 
Canaan, Rachel was tempted to 
steal her father’s images: and 
the patriarch had occasion to 
charge even his own family 3 
“« Putvaway the strange gods that 
aré among you.” “Besides, the 
Israelite} had b een in a school ct 
idolatry. They had lived among 
the Egyptians who. were then es- 
teemed above all other nations, 
for their wisdom. The most ex- 
travagart rites of magic and di- 
exhibited . before 
their eyes in their captivity. 
When God, by the instrumen- 
tality of AZoses, led them out of 
their bondage towards Canaan, 
they still remembered the pomp 
and luxury of the heathen festt- 
vals. They felt a strong pro- 
peusity to fall in with these cus- 
toms. “Pheir making a golden 
calf, holding a feast, and joining 
themselves to Bard Peor, show 
plainly that the Hedrews were as 
likely to be corrupted with idol- 
a3 | as any other people. . 
4. Asthe most solemn com- 
mands and exhortations were 
found ineffectual to restram their 
inclinations to heathen customs, 
God thought proper to institute 
a@ set of rites whtch should be 
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wrought into all their ‘acts of 
worship, and all their habits ct 
life, Iris to beremembered, that 
the Psrachtes had been kept atc 
liard Jaborin Kaypt. ‘hey came 
out &F on Q , cand 
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low th uz derstand & system 
of imstre ncHioti by symbols. was 
best siiited to thei circum stances 

Accordingly God appointed the 


circumcision of their males, as 2 

visible mark of their consecration 
to himself. This, however, ws 
in matry caseS neglected. ~- Even 
the children of BM ses. Were not 
circumcised, till‘anm anzeP rebuk.- 
ed him for his’ fault ; 2nd in th. 
wildetness this neglect, for a se.- 
son, wes universal. A more com. 
plete wall of separation was ne- 
cessary to ~ that hoty nation 
from the corruptions of the worl.! 
At ound th rem. so ain this view it 
was wise to make that vaci€an to 
the Hebress, which idolatry had 
a eae to their nei ghbor Se 
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dull entice a Jew,’ so z 


he wes sure to find 
therein which was unclean :c- 
cording to bis own rei ‘gion. Per 
exaniple ; if the eating of blood 
was an idolatrous 
how proper it was, that it should 
be made pollution to an Israc’- 
ite? This principle attaches . 
important meaning to many o! 
those Levitical institutions whic: 
have been thought mysterions or 
frivolous. Let. us pursue 1b wl 
several particulars. Salt was 
be used in sacrifices; and wis 
called the salt of the covenant. 
AAs men used to eat ant dri 

together in making covenants 

and as salt was used at table, by 
directing salt to be used, G: sod 
sitnified his presence and agcept- 
ance of their offeiings, Leave: 
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and honey were ferments, and 
tended to putrefaction. As salt 
denoted perpetuity, these were 
emblems of malice, hypocrisy, 
and moral corruption. Hence 
leaven was so often forbidden to 
be used by the Jews, in their re- 
ligious rites. Honey had been 
employed for purposes of super- 
stition by the £gyptians. The an- 
cient idolaters had an offering of 
honey to the infernal gods, or 
dead heroes. It became the hon- 
pr of Jehovali’s worship, to guard 
his people against any resem- 
blance of such absurd rites. 

[t was a custom at the heathen 
sacrifices, to slay the beast with 
its head towards a certain point 
of the heavens; in particular, 
eastward: and standing with 
their face toward the east to wor- 
ship, was a known rite of idola- 
try. This shews a sufficient rea- 
son, and the only reason, why the 
Jewish priest was directed to kill 
the sacrifice, “on the side of the 
altar northward before the Lord.” 

Certain animals were made un- 
clean to the Hebrews, both for 
food and for sacrifice ; and what 
were these ? The same precisely, 
as were holy among idolaters. 
Thus a swine was sacred to Ve- 
nus, an owl to Minerva, a hawk 
to Apoilo, a dog to Hecate. 
The Zadians had an offering to 
the sun of seven bats, seven mice, 
and seven reptiles. All these 
creatures were made unclean and 
abominable to the Jews, that they 
might abhor idolatrous rites. 

Another regulation for the 
Jews was: ** Whosoever touch- 
eth a dead body, or a bone of a 
man, or a grave, shall be unclean 
Seven days. Ye shall not eat any 
thing. with the blood, neither 


shall ye use enchantments, nor 
2 Ff 
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observe times. Ye shall not round 
the corners of your heads, nor 
mar tlie corners of your beard, 

nor make any cutting in your 
flesh for the dead, nor print any 
mark upon you.” Such regula- 
tions may seem to some beneath 
the dignity of Jehovah; but they 
were founded on important rea- 
sons. ‘The Heathen ate blood as 
an act of communion with de- 
mons. At funerals they cut off 
the hair of their heads, and threw 
it on the face or breast of their 
dead friends. They cut, or paint- 
ed, some mark on their flesh, to 
show to what idol god they be- 
longed. ‘These magical rites de- 
noted, that they were familiar 
with invisible spirits, and were in- 
spired with the knowledge of se- 
cret things. Thus the prophets 
of Baal, i Kings xviii. 28, “ cut 
themselves after their manner 
with knives and lancets, crying, 
O Baal, hear us.”” Passing thro’ 
the fire, was another of their rites, 
which requires no remarks. 

The idolaters around Canaan, 
supposed that their deities fre- 
quented groves, because they 
were cool and pleasant. Hence 
their oracles, altars, and worship. 
were established in groves: and 
for the same reason it was a law 
to the Hebrews: “ Thou shalt 
not plant thee a grove of my 
trees near unto the altar of the 
Lord thy God.” 

The Heathen notions of gods 
and goddesses of different sexes, 
led to an interchange betwixt 
men and women of habits of 
dress, for their devotions; ac- 
cording to the supposed sex of 
the idol god they worshipped. 
Hence the prohibition to \ the 
Jews : “The woman shall not 
wear that which pertaineth to 2 
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man}; neither shall a man put on 
a woman’s garment.” For the 
Same general reasons it was made 
unlawful to wear clothing of 
mixed materials. ‘ Neither shall 
a garment mingled of linen and 
woollen come upon thee.”” The 
ancient Pagans professed to be- 
lieve, that they owed the increase 
of their wool and flax to the 
lucky conjunctions of the stars. 
Fn testimony of this belief, they 
mixed linen and wollen together 
in garments, and wore them in 
honor of the stars, and acknowl- 
edgment of their fortunate as- 
pects. 

Many of the Levitical institu- 
tons appear in themselves fit and 
reasonable. ‘The Heathen boast- 
ed, that their gods were with 
them, and accessible at all times 
without delay. The Jews were 
forbidden to make any image or 
likeness of God. Yet he was 
pleased to grant them a Sheki- 
nah, or symbol of his presence 
among them. But it is to be 
remembered, that when he ap- 
peared in the burning bush, in 
the pillar of cloud and fire, and 
in the majesty of Sinai; there 
was no sort of likeness to any 
creature exhibited ; and so no 
encouragement was given to. 
images. 

As to the animals allowed to: 
the Jews for food and sacrifice ; 
no others have ever been found 
so proper, in all ages, for man 
to feed upon, as those which 
“ part the hoof, and chew the 
cud.”? The birds and beasts to 
be offered on the altar, were 
those which have always been 
esteemed the most useful. ‘“ Not 
the hawk and vulture that feed 
on other creatures ; not the owl, 
and bat, that love darkness and 
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desolate places; not tke filthy 
swine, the devouring lion, the 
warlike horse, the subtle fox, the 
voracious dog ; but those which 
best represented what Christ would 
be, and what his people ought 
to be: as the laborious, patient 
ox ; the gentle, cleanly, useful 
sheep ; the harmless, loving 
dove.” 

Finally, be it remembered, 
that no institution of God is un- 
meaning or unimportant. If 
any ritesof the ancient church 
cannot be understood by us ; still 
let us believe that they were ap- 
pointed for wise ends: and if 
they are not understood, merely 
because they are not studied ; let 
us forbear to impeach the wis- 
dom of God, as an apology for 
our own idleness. The ceremo- 
nia) law was abrogated by the 
death of Christ: but still the 
New Testament cannot be un- 
derstood, if the Old Testament 
isneglected. Christ is not only 
the author, but the subject, the 
sum, and centre of the whole 
Bible. His command to us all 
is:. * Search the Scriptures, for 
in them ye think ye have eternal 
life ; and they are they that testi- 
fy of me.” Panoplist. 


From the Christian Observer, Vol. i. 
p- 23. 


ON THE LOVE OF VIRTUE. 


Infidels ta/k much of the love 
of virtue. And why then do 
they not love the Bible? Let 
any man read the thirteenth 
chapter of St. Paul’s first Epistle 
to the Corinthians ; the precep- 
tive parts of all the apostolic. 
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Epistles ; our Lord’s Sermon on 
the Mount, &c. Was ever so 
amiable and perfect a scheme of 
virtue presented tothe world? 
Surely a virtueus man would wish 
such a religion to be true, though 
xe could not think it so! He 
would see it to be of so much im- 
portance to the peace and good 
order of society, and to the wel- 
fare of all mankind individually, 
that he would rejoice if other 
men believed it, though he could 
not. He would do nothing to 
impede its reception, but rather 
would promote its influence to 
the utmost of his power. Nay 
more, he would practise it him- 
self, in spite of his unbelief. If 
a good rule be given us, that 
will pramote our own happiness, 
and that of others, we ought to 
embrace and follow it, whoever 
be the author, and whatever its 
authority. Our own interest is 
obligation enough. Is it not 
plain, that every man, who acts 
contrary to these maxims, de- 
ceives himself, when he suppos- 
es that he /oves Virtue, while, in 
truth, he only tals of it. 


}——— 


FROM THE CONECTICUT MAGA-e 
ZINE. 


Anecdote: Recommending Sulmis- 
sion to the Providence of Ged. 


The sinful wish of a Parent ;_ a fact, 
the truth of which is authenticated 
by the Rev, William May. 


A. fond father was in great 
distress for a favorite child, whom 


he apprehended to be dying in its 


infancy. Several of his friends 
endeavored to assuage his grief ; 
but he refused to be comforted. 
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At length the minister on whom 
he attended, offered to pray with 
him; and desired him to com- 
pose his mind, and give up his fa- 
vorite son to the Divine disposal, 
since there was no probable hope 
of his recovery. He replied, * I 
cannot give him up; and itis 
my importunate request that God 
would spare this child to me, 
whatever may be the consequen- 
ce.” He had his desire, the 
child recovered, and grew up it 
possible, more and more his dar- 
ling : but he lived to be a thorn 
in his side, and to pierce his heart 
with many sorrows ; and, just as 
he came to maturity, he robbed 
his excellent master, whom before 
he had often injured. He was 
seized by the hand of justice, tri- 
ed, condemned, and died ore ot 
the most hardened wretches that 
ever went out of life in that)igno- 
minious manner. , Upon the fa- 
tal day of execution, the mourn- 
ful father was made to remember 
his former rash petition with grief 
and tears; and humbled in the 
dust, confessed his folly and his 
sin. May's Sermons, p. 124, 
Note. 

This interesting fact. affords a 
striking illustration of the truth of 
the sentiment expressed by Solo- 
mon, Eccl. vi. 12. “For who 
knoweth what is good for man in 
this life, all the days of his vain 
life, which he bins as a shad- 
ow 2? We are but ill judges of 
our own happiness. We often 
desire, with great earnestness, ob. 
jects, which, if obtained, would 
prove highly pernicious ; and we 
no less earnestly deprecate as 
evils, things that are not cnlv sal- 
utary, but absolutely necessary to 
our real welfare. It is the hap- 
piness of the Christian to know, 
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that the Lord chooseth his inher- 
itance, and ordereth all the cir- 
cumstances of his lot, from the 
most important to the most mi- 
nute. If we were acquainted 
with the reasons of his providen- 
tial arrangements, we would not 
merely submit to them, but ap- 
prove of them with the most per- 
fect cordiality. Shall not the 
Judge of all the earth do right ? 
His wisdom cannot err. His 
love ever leads him to promote 
the happiness of his people. 
‘These considerations should add 
a double relish to all the comforts 
of life which an indulgent Provi- 
dence vouchsafes to the Christian, 
‘They come from the hand: of 
your heavenly Father, and are 
accompanied with his blessing, 
which addeth no sorrow. Re- 
ceive them with gratitude ; enjoy 
them with moderation ; and he 
who bestowed them, will prevent 
them from proving hurtful. The 
fame consideration should also 
serve to promote contentment 
with cur lot whatever it is, and 
an unreserved, cordial submis- 
sion to the afflicting dispensations 
of Providence. Does God judge 
it proper to withhold the ob- 
ject of your earnest wishes, and 
to disappoint your best concerted 
schemes? Be assured, that you 
know not the nature of the things 
you wish for, and foresee not the 
consequences to which the posses- 
sion of them would lead. The 
fact whith has suggested these re- 
flections undoubtedly presents a 
strong case; but similar instan- 
ces of the vanity of human wishes, 
and of the’evil consequences of 
their gratification, though im an 
inferior degree, occur from day 
today. The instruction which 
the example before us holds out 


Anecdote. 
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to Christian parents, when their 
children are taken away in early 
life, is obvious and important. 
But it may with propriety be ex- 
tended to many other cases, 
Does it please God to remove by 
death a dear partner or parent, 
relative or child? to visit you 
with severe and long continued 
sickness, with the loss of worldly 
substance, or any other afiliction, 
such as is common to man? No 
chastening for the present seemcth 
joyous but grievous. But re- 
member, Christian, that these are 
the appointments of your heaven- 
ly Father. They are the result 
of his wisdom and love. They 
are intended for your good: and 
if you improve them as you 
ought, they shall work together 
for your good. It is true, you 
see not at present the fitness of 
these dispensations, nor arg per- 
mitted, in many instances, to 
trace their connection with your 
happiness. But it is the office of 
faith to believe the gracious as- 
surances of this comfortable truth 
which your heavenly Father has 
given. Itis your duty to rest 
with unsuspecting confidence in 
his wisdom, faith, and fulness of 
love. Ifthe reasons of the divine 
procedure in particular cases 
were made knowg, you would, 
even under the severest trials, 
not merely submit, but rejoice. 
You would not merely hold your 
peace and refrain from murmur- 
ing, but you would open your 
lips, and, like Job, bless the name 
ot the Lord, not only when he 
gives, but when he takes away. 
But clouds and darkness shall not 
always cover the throne of God. 
The time is at hand when he will 
explain the reasons of his proce- 
dure tohis people. They shal! 
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see the end of the Lord, and un- 
derstand his loving kindness man- 
ifested in all his ways. These 
discoveries will fill them with in- 
expressible admiration and joy. 
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And the whole redeemed comer 
ny shall with rapturous exulta- 
tion say, **He hath done all 
things well.” 











——- 


RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


— BUuIna—— 


Extracts from the Minutes of the General Convention of Vermont. 


AGREEABLY to appointment, 
the General Convention of Con- 
gregational and Presbyterian 
Ministers, in the state of Vermont, 
assembled at the house of the 
Rev. Elijah Lyman, in Brook- 
field, September 4, 1810. | Pres- 
ent, 

From Windham Association, 
Rey. Elisha D. Andrews, and 
Rev. Hosea Beckley. 

From Rutland Association, 
Rev. Holland Weeks and Rev. 
Elihu Smith, 
~ From Addison Association, 
Rev, Increase Graves, and Rey. 
Thomas A. Merrill. 

From Royalton. Association, 
Rev. Martin Tullar, and Rev. 
James Hobart. 

From Orange | Association, 
Rev. Asa Burton, D. D. and 
Rev, Leonard Worcester. 

From the Northwestern Asso- 
ciation, Rev. Publius V. Booge, 
and Rev. Juhn Denison. 

From the General Association 
of Connecticut, Rev. Samuel 
Merwin 

Also Rev. Elijah Lyman, min- 
ister of the town. 

The Rev. Leonard Worcester 
was chosen Scribe, and the Rev. 
Asa Burton, D. D. Moderator. 
The Moderator then opened the 
meeting with prayer. 


The Convention attended pub- 
lic worship, and the Rev. Mr. 
Merwin preached: from 1 Cor. 
ul 5. Who, then, is Paul ? 

The Convention proceeded to 
the choice of, an assistant Scribe, 
and the Rev. ‘Thomas A. Merriil 
was chosen... 

WEDNESDAY, September Sth. 

The Rev.. Alvan Tobey, of 
Windham. Association, the Rev. 
Nathan Waldo, of Royalton As- 
sociation, the Rev. Leonard Wer- 
cester, of Orange’ Association, 
the Rev. Elihu Smith, of Rut- 
land Association, the Rev. Jed- 
ediah Bushnell, of Addison As- 
sociation, and the Rev. Asaph 
Morgan, of, the Northwestern 
Association, were chosen Receiv- 
ers for the Convention, for the 
year ensuing, 

The Rev. Gershom C. Lyman, 
of Marlborough, the Rev. Ban- 
croft Fowler, of Windsor, the 
Rev. Leonard .Worcester, otf 
Peacham, the Rev. Martin Tul- 
lar, of Royalton, the Rev. John 
Griswold, of Pawlet, the Rev. 
Jedediah Bushnell, of Cornwall, 
andthe Rey. Publius V. Booge, 
of Georgia, were appointed the 
Committee cf Credentials, for the 
year encuins. 

Voted, VHatT THE ANNUAL 
MEETING OF THE CONXENTION, 
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1N FUTURE, BE ON THE SECOXD 
TUESDAY OF SEPTEMBER, AT 
Four o’cLock, P. M. 

Voted, That the next meeting 
of the Convention be at the house 
of the Rev. John Hough, of Ver- 

ennes. 

The Rev. Messrs. Asa Burton, 
D. D. Gershom C. Lyman, Mar- 
tin Tullar, Bancroft Fowler, Tho- 
mas A. Merrill, Holland Weeks, 
Henry Davis,D.D. Leonard Wore 
cester, John Fitch, John Hough, 
Chester Wright, and Daniel Has- 
kell, were chosen Editors of the 
Adviser, for the year 1811; and 
the Rev. Messrs. Sylvester Sage, 
William Jackson, Stephen Fuller, 
Benjamin Wooster, Walter Cha- 
pin , and John Denison were cho- 
sen Substitutes, to fill any vacan- 
cies, which may happen, by re- 
signation, death, or otherwise. 

Poted, That if any person ap- 
pointed as an Editor, shall fail to 
furnish the publishing Commit- 
tee with one original ptece, for the 
Adviser, within three months af- 
ter his appointment ; or if he shall 
fail to furnish another such piece, 
within nine months after his ap- 
pointment, in either case, he shall 
be considered as having resigned, 
and the publishing Committee 
shall proceed to notify his substi- 
tute. 

Whereas it has been intimated 
to this Convention, that the Gen- 
eral Association of New-Hamp- 
shire, at their last meeting, ap- 
pointed a Delegate, or Delegates, 
to this body, with a view of torm- 
ing a connection, agreeably to 
the principles of union between 

the several General Associations 
in New-England; ‘and whereas 
this Convention would be happy 
in forming such a connection 
wath that body ; therefore, 
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Resolved, That a Delegate be 
appointed, by this Convention, to 
the General Association of New- 
Hampshire, who shall be author. 
ised to form a connection between 
the two bodies, agreeably to the 
aforesaid principles. Whereupon, 

The vote being taken, the Rev. 
Thomas A. Merrill was chosen. , 

The Rev. Tilton Eastman re- 
signed the offices of Register and 
Treasurer of the Convention, and 
the Rev. Thomas A. Merrill was 
chosen Register and Treasurer, 
to fill the vacancies. 

in the afternoon, the Rev. 
Holland Weeks preached the Con- 
vention Sermon, from Rom xi. 5. 
Lven so then at this present time alse 
there is a remnant, according to the 
election of grace. And was follow- 
ed by the Rev. Experience Por. 
ter, from New-Hampshire, who 
preached from Rom. xiv. 12. So, 
then, every one of us must give account 
of himself to God. 

A,communication was receiv- 
ed, from the Rev. Theophilus 
Packard, of Massachusetts, ina 
forming the Convention, that he 
was appointed a Delegate from 
the General Association of Massa- 
chusetts proper, for the purpose 
of forming a connection with this 
body, on principles similar to 
those, on which that Association 
had formed a connection with the 

General Associations of Connect- 
icut and New- Hampshire, as stat- 
ed in the minutes of the said Gen- 
eral Association of Massachusetts, 
for the year 1809; but that he 
had been prevented attending this 
meeting, by an afflictive dispen- 
sation of Divine Providence, tho’ 
he had arrived in the neighbor- 
hood. Whereupon, it was 
Voted, That this Convention are 
happy in having an opportunity 
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to form a connection with their 
brethren in Massachusetts proper, 
and very gladly accede to the 
proposed union, on the terms stat- 
ed, with this proviso, only, that 
it shall be optional with this Con- 
vention, and with the said Gene- 
ral Association, respectively, to 
send either two Delegates, or but 
one, to the other, annually, as 
they shall judge to be most ex- 

edient. It is, therefore, under- 
stood, that the following rules are 
to regulate the connection be- 
tween us and them, viz. 

1. That the General Associ- 
ation of Massachusetts proper, 
and the General Convention of 
Congregational and Presbyterian 
Ministers, in the State of Ver- 
mont, shall annually appoint, 
each, one Delegate, or two, to the 
other. 

2. The Delegates shall be ad- 
mitted, in each body, to the same 
ritht of sitting, debating, and 
voting, with their own members, 
respectively. 

3. Vhe articles of agreement 
and connection, between the two 
bodies, may be at any time vari- 
ed, by their mutual consent. 

Tuurspay, September 6. 

Voted, Tinat the several Minis- 


ters, in our connection be re- 


quested to pay to the Receivers 
for the Convention, fifty cents, 
to defray the expence of a dele- 
gation from this body to the 
General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church. 

The Rev. Asa Burton, D. D. 
was chosen delegate from this 
body to the next meeting of the 
General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, and the Rev. 
Bancroft Fowler was chosen his 


| stbstitute. 


Ebe Rey. Jedidiah Bushnell, 
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and the Rev. Leonard Worcester, 
were appointed Delegates to the 
General Association of Connect- 
icut, and the General Associa- 
tion of Massachusetts proper, at 
their next meetings, respectively ; 
and the Rev. Holland Weeks, 
and the Rev. Hosea Beckley, 
were chosen their substitutes. | 

The Rev. Theophilus Packard, 
Delegate from the General Asso- 
ciation of Massachusetts proper; 
arrived and tock his feat. 

The Committee appointed to 
prepare a list of settled and un- 
settled Ministers, and Candidates, 
in the Staté, in connection with 
this body, reported, that there 
are, 

In WinpHam ASSOCIATION, 
ssttled, Rev. Gerchom C. Lyman, 
Marlborough ; Rev. Thomas H. 
Wood, Halifax; Rev. Alvan 
Tobey, Wilmington ; Rev. James 
Tufts, Wardsborough, N. D.; 
Rev. Elisha D. Andrews, Put- 
ney; Rev. Timothy Field, West. 
minster, W. P.; Kev. Sylvester 
Sage, Westminster, E. P.; Rev. 
William Hall, Grafton; Rev. 
Hosea Beckley, Dummerston > 
Rev. Hezekiah Taylor, Newfane; 
Rev. Urbane Hitchcock, Wards- 
borough, S.D. ; Rev. John 
Lawton, Windham. Unsettled, 
Rev. Aaron Crosby, Newfane. 

In Rutiaxpd AssoOcIATION, 
Settled, Rev. Daniel March, Ben- 
nington ; Rev. Abel Farley, 
Manchester ; Rev. William Jack- 
son, Dorset; Rev. John B. Pres. 
ton, Rupert; Rev. John Gris. 
wold, Pawlet; Rev. William 
Boice, Tinmouth; Rev. Henry 
Biglow, Middletown ; Rev. Sam- 


uel Leonard, Poultney; Rev, 
Rufus Cushman, Fairhaven . 
Rev. Dan Kent, Benson; Rev’ 


Elihu Smith, Castleton ; Rev" 
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Lemuel Haynes, W. Rutland ; 
‘Rev. Heman Ball, E. Rutland ; 
Rev. Holland Weeks, Pittsford ; 
Rev. Silas Parsons, Sudbury ; 
Rev. Ebenezer Hibbard, Bran- 
don ; Rev. Mason Knapen, Or- 
well. Unsettled, Rev. Azel Wash- 
burn, Royalton; Rev. Benjamin 
Osborn, Wallingford. Candidates, 
Oliver Leavitt, Rupert; Peter 
Reed, Ludlow; Ralph Robin- 
son, Dorset ; Hipocrates Rowe, 
Pawlet ; Luther Sheldon, Ru- 
pert ; Jonathan Winchester, Bran- 
don; John Truer, Granville. 

In Appison ASSOCIATION; 
‘Settled, Rev. Evans Beardsley, 
Addison ; Rev. Increase Graves, 
Bridport ; Rev. Truman Bald- 
win, Charlotte; Rev. Jedidiah 
Bushnell, Cornwall ; Rev. Thom- 
as A. Merrill, Middlebury ; Rev. 
Josiah Hopkins, Newhaven ; 
Rev. John Hough, Vergennes ; 
Rev. Jonathan Hovey, Wey- 
bridge. Unsettled, Rev. Samuel 
Cheever, Shoreham ;~° Rev. Jo- 
seph Marshall, Starksborough ; 
Rev. John Ransom, Sudbury ; 
Rev. Sylvanus Chapin, Addison ; 
Rev. Silas L. Bingham, Newha- 
ven. Candidates, Phinehas Ran- 
dall, Cornwall ; Oliver Hulburd, 
Middlebury College. 

In Royatton AssociaTion, 
Rev. Martin Tullar, Royalton ; 
Rev. Elijah Lyman, Brookfield ; 
Rev. James Hobart, Berlin ; 
Rev. Tilton Eastman, Randolph; 
Rev. Nathan Waldo, Williams- 


town; Rev. Samuel Bascom, 
Sharon; Rev. Aaron Palmer, 
Barre; Rev. Amm: Nichols, 


Braintree ; Rey. Joel Davis, Bar- 
nard; Rev. Luther P. Blodget, 
Rochester. Unsettled, Rev. Da- 
vid H. Williston, Tunbridge. 

In Orance AssSOCIATION, 
Settled, Rev. Bancreft Fowler, 


Windsor ; Rev. James W. Wood- 
ward, Norwich; Rev. Asa Bur. 
ton, D. D. Thetford ; Rev. Cal. 
vin Noble, Chelsea; Rey. Ste- 
phen Fuller, Vershire ;. Rev. 
Leonard Worcester, Peacham ; 
Rey. John Fitch, Danville ; Kev. 
Asa Carpenter, Waterford ; Rev. 
Samuel Goddard, Concord ; Rey. 
John Willard, Lunenburgh ; Rev. 
Caleb Burge, Guildhall. Unset. 
tled, Rev. Nathaniel Lambert, 
Newbury ; Rev. Gardiner Kel- 
logs, Bradford. Candidates, 
Charles Calkins, Waterbury , 
John Frost, Sandgate ; Samuel 
Nott, Franklin, Con. ; Adoniram 
Judson, jun. Plymouth, Mass. ; 
Parker, Reading. 

In the NortTHWEsTeERN Asso- 
ciation, Rev. James Parker, Un. 
derhill ; Rev. Asaph Morgan, 
Essex; Rev. Benjamin Wooster, 
Fairtield; Rev. Publius V. Booge, 
Georgia; Rev. Joseph Cheney, 
Milton ; Rev. Simeon Parmelee, 
Westford ; Rev. John Denison, 
Jericho, Unsettled, Rev. Jona- 
than Hovey, Waterbury. 

The Committee appointed to 
prepare for publication a sketch 
of the state of religion, as report- 
ed by the members of the Con. 
vention, made the following re- 
port, which was accepted, viz. 

“© We have received, with pain- 
ful sensations, the intelligence, 
that impenitence and stupidity ‘0 
extensively prevail, even where 
the word of life is dispensed, anc 
the ordinances of the Gospel en- 
joyed. Where these privileges 
are not enjoyed, iniquity is more 
abundant, and more bold. The 
carnal confidence of some, and 
the dangerous delusion of others, 
are calculated to excite the deep- 
est commiseration of Christians, 
and awaken the benevolent te 
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vigorous and persevering exer- 
tions. Still we ate happy to find, 

that God has appeared, lifted up 
his standard, and in many places 
powerfully pleaded his own cause. 
The stately steppings of Imman- 
uel have been seen, in the copi- 
ous and effectual effusions of the 
Holy Ghost. A spirit of grace 
and of supplication has been giv- 
en to Christians ; the blind have 
been led in @ way which they 
knew not ; the young have been 
brought to remember their Crea- 


‘tor; andsome, of hoary hairs, 


have been turned to the way of 
righteousness. Infidelity has 
been, m some inStances, abashed ; 
and the progress of sectarianism, 
error, «and disorder, checked. 
About one thousand have been 
hopefully converted to God, and 
have publicly chosen, and owned 
the Lord Jesus Christ. It also ap- 
pears, that God is still carrying 
on a work of grace, in many pla- 
ees, The intelligence from for- 
eign delegation is such as to ex- 
cite our gratitude, strengthen our 
faith, animate our hope, and en- 
courage our exertions in the cause 
of the Lord. 

“We rejoice to find, that har- 
mony and unanimity are increas- 
ing among the Clergy ; and that 
there is a growing solicitude in 
the minds of Christians, in gene- 
ral, for the more particular in- 
struction of the rising generation. 

** Let all, who love the Lord 
Jesus Christ in sincerity, unite in 
prayer, that his kingdom may 
come, and his will be done, un- 
tl every knee shall bow, and 
every tongue confess, that he is 
Lord, to the glory of God the 
Father.” 


Leonarp Worcester, Scribe. 
rere 


i, A. Merrinr, Acsest, Scribe. 
20 
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Messrs Epirors, 

In compliance with repeated 
solicitations to furnish an account 
of the late revival of religion, in 
the East parish of this town, and 
in hopes that it may be, in some 
measure, instrumental in promot- 
itig the interest of the Redeemer’s 
kingdom, the following sketch 
is submitted to your disposal. 

Since the first settlement of 
this town, in 1764, there have 
been three small revivals of reli- 
gion in this parish, previous to 
the late one. The first was in 
the year 1776, whilst the people 
were destitute of a settled min- 
ister, though favoured, for the 
greatest part of the time, with 
the preaching of the gospel. At 
this time about twenty united 
with the church of Christ. 

The second revival took place 
during the latter part of the year 
1781, and the fore part of the year 
1782, under the ministry of the 
Rev. David Tullar. During this 
period, twenty-six persons were 
admitted into the church, though 
it is probable that some of them 
had previously been members of 
churches m other places. 

The last of these seasons of 
* refreshing from the presence of 
the Lord,””? commenced about the 
beginning of the year 1794, 
whilst the Rev. Mr. Betl officia- 
ted, as pastorof the church in 
this place, and preached on the 
Sabbath alternately to this church, 
and to one, in Cornish. At this 
time, it appears, by the records 
of the church, that 18 were re- 
ceived into fellowship. But as 
there immediately follows «a 
chasm in the’ records, owing te 
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the difficulties which then subsist- 
ed in the church, it 1s highly 
probable that some more were, 
goon after, admitted whose names 
are noton record. From about 
this tre ail my settlement here, 
May }805,the church was desti- 
tute of a pastor, and _ passed 
— a scene of great dificul- 


ty an severe trial. There were 
however, during this period, 
several additicnstoit. For about 


nine or ten years, previous to my 
settiement, in this place, the peo- 
ple were destitute of the stated 
and reguiar preaching of the gos- 


2] +} , rp me {: Y 73 
pel, though they were often fur- 
nished with occasional supplies. 


As miclit reasonably be expected 
where the stated preaching of 
the ‘vospel is not 4 oyed, many 
people were not in the habit of a 
constant and unifory in attencance 
on public worship, upon the Sab- 
bath: And it is a fact much to 
be lamented, that too many stil 
neglect chis important duty. Af- 
ter my settiement as I was repeat- 
edly informed; and as was rea- 
sonably to be expected, there was 
a more general attendance, on 
public worship upen the Sabbath, 
which, i think ha; beea gradual- 
ly and for the most 
port. as far as Lam able to judge 
there hasten a good attention to 
the dispensation of the word. 
The number of those who atten- 
ded the Sabbath. evening confer- 
ences. which have been constant- 
ly kept up since: my settlement 
and for several years before, has 
also’ been gradually ercreasing, 
till the revival commenced...” In- 
deed there have been several 
short periods, previous to this 
when, fromthe number of those 
whovattended the conferences and 
the solemnity apparent in their 


‘iCTeASNS, 


countenances while: present, the 
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frierids of Zion were encouraged 

tohope that God was about to 

“revive his work’ among us. 

In the autumn of 1807 particu. 

laily, an unusual number atten- 

ded the conferences and several 

appeared evidently impressed, 
with the importance of religion. 

During the following winter one 

er two young ladies experienced 
such a change in their views and 
feelings, with respect to divine 
things, as to indulge a hope that 
they had “ passed trom death un- 
to life”? These favorable ap- 
pearancées however gradually sub- 
sided, tho’ the conferences contin- 
ued to be well attendea and the 
appearance of people when pres- 
eut, for the’ most part, attentive 
and serious. ‘This state cf things 
cominued till the latter part of 
January last, when the late revi- 
val began. It may not be im- 
proper to remark here, however, 
that, for a considerable time, pre- 
vious to its commencement, the 
friends of the Redeemer seemed 
to be strongly impressed with the 
idea that God would, shortly, vis- 
it us with a spiritual shower, 
They seemed also to be more ear- 
nest and fervent in prayer, partic- 
ularly in prayer, for a revival of 
religion among us. As evidence 
of this it may be mentioned, that 
something more than a year be- 
fore it began, a number of the 
-brethren of the church agreed a- 
mong themselves, to retire for s¢- 
eret devotion, at’ a certain hour 
on Sabbath morning, more espe- 
cially to pray for a blessing upon 
the word to be dispensed, on that 
day. These observations seem 
necessary to show the religious 


state of the people, in this place, 


previous to the commencement ci 
the revival. 


On Tuesday evening, January 
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40th, having occasion to go into 
a neighbour’ s house, I observed 
an unusual solemnity in the coun. 
tenances of all the family. But 
not suspecting the cause, L was a- 
bout todeave the house without 
enqury,'when the mother of th 

family, informed me that there 


Was a great alteration in her chil- 
dren. asked her in what res- 
ean ; = rat > li | ! ¢ t he r 
pect. riaving replied tuat they 


had been, fortwo days past, in 


great drtress about their souls ; 
she desired meto converse with 
them. The family consisted be- 


sides parents, of two daughiers, 
and twosons. By conversing 


with them, I found that three of 


the family had been in great dis- 
tress of mind, most of the time 
since the, preceeding sabbath, but 
had now found some relief, from 
the hope 
of their sins and submitted to the 
righteousness of God. Two of 
these, the youngest daughter and 
youngest. son, had their minds ¢s- 
pecially impressed wiih the im- 
portaace of religion, on the pre- 
ecding sabbath, whilst at public 
worship, . though they were at 
different meerings, three miles 
distant fromeach other. The 
daughter however had her mind 
some what exere:sed the preceed- 
ing week, by asiugylar dream, 
altho” the ingoressinn made by it 
was not very permanent. The 
Seriousness, in this family, produ- 
ced a sudden and visible effect on 
the neighborhaod. Qn the next 
day, in the afternoon, one of the 
brethren af the chu rch froma 
little distance, being in the nei; gh- 
borhood, and finding that some 
minds were <¢erivasly impressed, 
proposed to have a religious meet- 
ing at a private house in the eve- 
hing. The proposal was readily 
acceeded to,and notice of it accor- 
cingly civen,late in the afternvon 


be 
wits 
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nd notwithstanding there was no 
particular pains taken to circulate 
the information, it spread -0 rap- 
idly that quite a collection ascm- 
bled in the evening and :ome per- 
sons came from che distiice of 
three or four miles. It was re- 
marked by some who were pres- 
ent, that they had not att ended 
such. a meeting here, tor sixteen 
years. ‘The following was the 
evening on which we had been 
accustomed to hold our weckly 
prayer meeting. This meeting 
had been kept up, by the church 
for two or three years. It had 
been previously appointed, for 
this evening, in this neighbor- 
hood. But never before, sinee 
its establishment, had we wi:ness- 
ed such a collection and such s¢- 
lemnity. From this time, tre 
meetings, became very frequent 
and were much crowded. Many 
seemed to be deeply effected. Uhe 
common topics of conver:ation 
seemed to be droped and religion 
became almost the universal top- 
ic. For abcur three months, there 
appeared no visible decline of that 


‘special attention to the concerns 


of the soul which had heen so 
generally excited Afier thr, 
new iastances of conviction and 
hopeful conversion became more 
rare. For about three months 
past, they have almost entirely 
ceased. A considerable number, 
however, have continued” to ate 
tend, and still attend the evening 
meeiings, and appear serious and 
attentive, while present. Altho” 
a considerable number gain- 
ed’ hopes that was had passed 
from death unto life, early in 
February yet none c2 mn fotasee 
to unite with the church ii ane 
latter part of April. ‘This delaly 
howeverappearedty proceed rath 
er from doubts and fe 


-* 
VueEvev ald acest ry yO 4 



























aes 
e3 4 


. 











316 


the genuineness of their conver- 
sion, than from a want cf inclina- 
tion to unite with the people of 
God and publicly testify their 
love for their Savior. 

The first sabbath in June was a 
sortofjubilee, tomany inthis place. 
On this day, 33 persons, of whom 
two had been members of other 
churches came forward, in a pub- 
lic manner, to avouch the Lord 
Jehovah to be their God, and to 
make a solemn and everlasting 
dedication of themselves to him. 
The day was very pleasant and 
the congregation the largest 
which has been witnessed, for 
many years, if not the largest 
ever before witnessed, in this 
place, on the Sabbath. 

When the candidates for ad- 
mission into the church present- 
ed themselves, they. seemed to fill 
the aisle, and their number to- 
gether with the solemnity of the 
scene made a visible impression 
upon the assembly. A number 
were baptized, most of them 
heads of families. After this or- 
dinance was administered and 
they had taken the solemn cove- 
nant of Ged upon them, whilst 
they were yet standing in the 
aisie, they sang the tollowing 
hymn,* concluding with the sub- 
joined doxology. 


“* Our souls, by love, together knit, 
Connected, mix'd in one ; 
One hope, one heart, one hand, one 
voice, 
*Tis heaven, on earth begun. 


Our hearts have burned, while Jesus 
spake, 
And glow’d with sacred fire ; 





*The words are to be found in 
Laws ‘Art of Singing ” Part II. ser 
to the tune of Washington, hey 
were sung, on this occasion, in the 
t necailed Cambridge, 
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He stopp’d, and talk’d, anc fed and 
bless’d, 
And fill’d the enlarg’d desire. 


The tittle cloud increases still, 

The heavens are big with rain, 

We haste to catch the turning shower, 
And all its moister drain. 


A rill, a stream a torrent flows ; 

But pour a mighty flood. 

Oh! sweep the natious, shake the 
earth, 

Till all proclaim thee God. 


And when thou mak’st thy jewels up, 

And sett’sthy starry crown ; 

When all thy sparkling gems shall 
shine, 

Proclaim’d by thee thine own ; 


May we—we little band of love, 
Be sinners sav’d by grace ; 

From glory into glorv chang’d 
Behold thee, tace to face.” 


‘¢ Now lei the Father, and the Son 


And Spirit be ador’d 
W here there are works to make him 


known 
Or saints to love the Lord.” 

The scene was solemn and af- 
fecting. It inspired the friends 
of God, with joy and courage ; 
and caused some of his enemies, 
I apprehend, seriously to reflect 
whether the ground on, which 
they were standing, was tenable 
and safe. 

On the next sacramental Sab- 
bath, which was the first in Au- 
gust, twelve more were admit- 
ted into the church one of whom 
had previously belonged to a 
church in another place- These 
are all, who have, as yet, united 
with the church, though there 
are, several others, respecting 
whom we entertain a favourable 
opinion, and hope they will, in 
due time, confess Christ before 
men, and publicly manifest their 
determination to be on the Lord’s 
side, 
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As to the number who have 
become. the hopeful subjects of 
grace, during this revival, it is 
impossible to state, with accura- 
cy. Besides those who have 
united with the Congregational 
church, five of those who obtain- 
ed hopes that they had experien- 
ced religion, during the revival, 
have united with the Baptist 
church. There are perhaps eight 
or ten more who have obtained 
like hopes, and who give consid- 
erable evidence that their hopes 
are well founded, who have not, 
as yet, united with any church. 
Itis painful, to reflect that any, 
during such a season should build 
their hopes of heaven and happi- 
ness, on a foundation of sand ; 
that any, who once flatter them- 
selves that ‘* they have escaped 
the pollutions of the world, 
through the knowledge of the 
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,” 
should turn, like ** the dog to his 
own yomit again; and the sow 
that was washed, to her wallow: 
ing in the mire.”” But painful as 
it is, there are always, probably, 
instances of it. In this place, 
there are between twenty-five and 
thirty cases of persons, who en- 
tertained hopes, during the revi- 
val, that they had experienced a 
saving change, who now give lit- 
tle evidence that they ever knew, 
by experience, what religion ts. 
There are also about the same 
number, whose minds have been 
solemnly impressed, with the im- 
portance of religion, and who 
have been exercised, with consid- 
erable anxiety, about their own 
spiritual state, but who have nev- 
er entertained much hope that their 
peace was made with God. Some 
of these still remain thought- 
ful. Butthe most of them ap- 
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pear, nearly to have lost their se- 
rious impressions, 

In this sketch I have confined 
myself entirely to the village and 
street, for about a mile and an 
half, on Connecticut river, within 
which limits, the great majority 
of the Congregational Society, 
who statedly attend public wor- 
ship here, live. There has also 
been considerable attention to re- 
ligion, during the last winter and 
spring, in other parts of this par- 
ish, but asit has been chiefly a- 
mong other denominations, it is 
notin my power to givea partic- 
uiar account of it. J have learnt, 
however, that a considerable num- 
ber have been added to the Bap- 
tist church in the west part of 
this parish. 

During the revival, there has 
appeared a strong propensity to 
attend meetings. This gave oc- 
casion to the appointment of more 
meetings, in some cases, than 
would otherwise have been 
thought expedient. ‘There was, 
in some instances, a meeting on 


every evening in the week. And- 


the unpleasantness of the weather, 
or the badness of the ways, would 
often seem to make but little dif- 
ference, in the number who as- 
sembled. In the meetings the 
utmost order and decorum pre- 
vailed. 

The subjects of the awakening 
were of every age from ten or 
twelve years, to upwards of fifty, 
but much the largest proportion 
were under thirty. 

The exercises of persons, un- 
der conviction have been various. 
Sometimes their sins have appear- 
ed like a heavy burden, pressing 
them down, the weight of which 
wou!d scon sink them into the 
bottomles pit, if they did not 
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et relief from it. Some have 
Bees deeply affected, with a sense 
of their ingratitude, in abusing 
the divine favors, particularly in 
rejecting the offers of salvation 
so long, when they have been so 
frecly made, and so affectionately 
urged. upon their acceptance. 
Many have been astonished at the 
patience of God, in sparing them 
0 long, notwithstanding their ag- 
gravated guilt, and have felt, 
thatif they did not immediately 
embrace the offers of mercy, their 
day of grace would be past, and 
they. sealed over to final perdi- 
tion. Not a few have had such 
a sense of their sins, that it has 
seemed tothem that God could 
not, consistent with his justice, 
pardon them ; that they had gone 
on, in a course of sin, till their 
day of grace was past ; that they 
must now lie down in everlasting 
sorrow. Some appear to have 
had the native enmity of their 
hearts much more called into ex- 
ercise, than others. In different 
persons also, it has been more 
particularly directed, towards 
diferent objects. Whilst some 
have entertained hard thoughts 
of God; secretly accusing him 
of injustice and unreasonableness, 
in his dealings with his.creatures ; 
others have felt their hearts rise 
against the professed children of 
_of God ; and others against those 
who had previously been in dis- 
tress of mind, but had obtained 
relief. Ina few instances, per- 
sons under very urgent convic- 
tion, have found their bodily 
strength tofailthemina degree. 
Tt has been common for those 
under conviction, to express a 


deep sense of sin, and a full per- 
suasion that it would be just in 
God, to cast them off forever. 
A great fear of punishment does 
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not, appear to have been a prevail. 
ing’ characteristic of the exerci. 
sesof their minds. All have 
complained of the hardness of 
their hearts and their mental stu. 
pidity. All have readily dis- 
cldimed any native goodness, 
and appear to have been very 
sensible that, in them, there dwelt, 
naturally, “ no good thing.” 
Persons under conviction have 
universally appeared sensible ot 
their mability to change their own 
hearts or to do any thing towards 
effecting their own ‘salvation. 
And those who have entertained 
a hope that they have experienced 
religion, have uniformly been 
very far from ascribing it to any 
thing which they have done to et- 
fect it, or from claiming any of 
the merit of it to themselves. 
They seem ready to say, that if 
they had been left to themselves, 
they should certainly have perish- 
ed ; that if they should finally be 
saved, from the wrath to come, it 
will be through the free, sovereign 
and unmerited grace of God. 
They can, of course, individually 
say, withtheapostle, “ Bythe grace 
of GodIam what I am;’’ and 
with the Psalmist, ** Not unto us, 
O Lord, not unto us but unto thy 
name give glory,” 

By those who have given satis 
factory evidence of a_ saving 
change wrought in their hearts, 
the doctrines of grace have in 
general, been readily and joyful- 
ly embraced. There are a few in- 
Stances, however, in which, those 
who, in a judgment of charity, 
were born again, found some dif- 
ficulty, for a time, in subscribing 
to the doctrines of election and 
divine sovereignty. But their dif- 
ficulties seemed to proceed rather 
from erroneous conceptions of 
there doctrines, than from any 
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opposition to the doctrines them- 
selves. For, when these have 
been clearly stated, their difficul- 
ties have vanished. __ 

By what I have already stat- 
ed, it wil be perceived that the 
beginning of the revival was very 
sudden. It may be proper to re- 
mark that its progress also was 
at first very rapid. Numbers 
were brought under conviction, 
in the course of afew days. Sea- 
sons of conviction were then also 
much shorter, than afterwards. 
It was very common for persons to 
gain a hope that their peace was 
made with God, within three or 
four days after their serious im- 
pressions commenced, The sud- 
den manner in which hopes were 

gained, m the eariy part of the 
sier anion, excited much appre- 
hension, in my mind, that they 
would not be durable. And the 
event has shown that my appre- 
hension was not without founda- 


} tion. The power with which the 


work commenced and the raptci- 
which it, at first, pro- 
gressed, excited fears that it ee 
not be of long continuance. Thes 


| fears have appeared, likewise, “a 


the event, to be too well founded. 
Notwithstanding we have had 


§a refreshing shower of divine 


grace poured upon us, and a con- 


siderable mumber have, hopefu!- 
sly, been delivered ** from the pow- 


er of darkness and translated in- 
to the kingdom. of God's dear 
creat majority, 


main under the power of.sin. It 
has been painful to ‘observe, dur- 
ing. the whole season of the revi- 
val that a ecriainy class of persons 


Have uniformly, absented .them- 


selves from the euching meetizgs, 
nnless on sabbath evening otea- 
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sionally, or when there was to be 

sermon preached. ‘Their con- 
duct has appeared to declare that 
they wished for “no part nor lot 
in the matter.”” And it has ap- 
peared as if God had granted 
their desire, as if he had said, 
concerning them, as of ancient 
Israel, “ Ephraim 1s joined to 
tdols; let him alone.” I trem- 
ble in view of the consequences. 
Have not all such good reason to 
consider well the address of Paul 
to the Jews of Antioch? * Beware, 
therefore, lest that come upon you 
which is spoken of in the proph- 
ets; Behold, ye despisers, and 
wonder, and perish: for I work 
a work in your days, a, work 
whick ye shall in no wise believe, 
though & man declare it unte 
you.” 

But it is time te conclude— 
Notwithstanding the work of di- 
vine grace, in this place, has not 
been so extensive, as perhaps our 
partial affections and limited 
views of the universal good would 
have led us to desire, yet it has 
been just as extensive.as Infinite 
Wisdom saw best. And we have 
great cause for gratitude .and 
praise to the Author of all good 
for what he has'already done for 
us. Itis a great favor to have 
a few immmortal souls recovered 
from sin and ruin, and restored 
to holiness and happines—to have 
the number of the _ professed 
friends ot the Redeemer, those 
who are by him called * the salt 
of the earth” doub'ed amongst 
us. The Lord hathjdone great 
things for us, whereof we are 
glad.” > Oh-that those who. have 
“named the name. of. Christ,’’ 
may “ depart frominiquity,” and 
‘walk worthy of the Ivocation 


wherewith they are called,’ and 
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that God would continue ‘his 
work” among us, till all shall be 
brought cordially to embrace 
*¢ the truth as it is in Jesus.”’ 
Yours &c. 
BANCROFT FOWLER. 
'Vindsor, Sept. Z9, 1810. 
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MISSIONARY SOCIETY. 

~The annual meeting ‘of the 
Vermont Missionary Society, was 
held at Brookfield, on the 6th 
ult. An account of their pro- 
ceedings may be expected in our 
next number. 








NEW PUBLICATIONS. 


‘The natute and influence of 
Conscience. A Sermon preached 
at the ordination of the Rev. 
Jonathan Kitchel, at Whitehall, 
N. Y. March 1, 1810. By Hol- 
land Weeks, A. M. Pastor of a 
church in Pittsford, Vt. Middle- 
bury, J. D. Huntington. 

An Oration on Curiosity, pro- 
nounced in the University of Ver- 
mont, 24th April, 1810, on in- 
duction into office. By James 
Dean, A. M. Professor of Math- 
ematics and Natural Philosophy. 
Published at the request of. the 
Students. Burlington, S. Milis. 

Two Sermons preached in St. 
Armand, Lower Canada, soon 
after the deceate of Mrs. Hannah 
Cook of that place ; with a letter 
to her husband. By the Hon. and 
Rev. Charles Stewart. Montreal, 
Nahum Mower. 1810. 

The first settlement of New- 
England. A Sermon delivered 
inthe South Parish in Andover, 
April 5, 1810; being the annual 
fast in Massachusetts. By John 
H. Church, A. M. Pastor of the 
church in Pelham, N. H. Sutton, 
Mass. S. Goodrich. 

The Religious Instructor ; de- 
signed to promote useful knowl- 
edge, sound morality, and vital 
piety. Published monthly, under 
the superintendance of several 


ministers of the Presbyterian 
church. No. 1. Vol. I. Archibald 
Loudon, Carlisle, Penns Sept. 
1810. 
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NEW EDITIONS. 


The American Gazeteer, ex. 
hibiting a full account of the Civ- 
il Divisions, Rivers, Harbors, In- 
dian Tribes, &c. of the Ameri- 
can Continent : also of the West 
India and other appendant Isl- 
ands; with a particular descrip- 
tion of Louisiana. Compiled 
from the best Authorities; by 
Jedidiah Morse, D. D. Author 
of the American Universal Ge- 
ography. Illustrated with Maps; 
and accompanied by a new and 
elegant general Atlas of the 
world, containing, in a separate 
volume, sixty three maps, and 
comprising all the New Discove- 
ries to the present time. Third 
edition, revised and corrected. 
Boston; Thomas & Andrew:. 
1810. : 

ermons on Important Sub- 
jects, by the late reverend and pi- 
ous Samuel Davies, A. M. some 
time President of the College in 
‘New Jersey. An additional vol- 
ume never before published in 
America. Boston ;_ Lincolit 
and Edmands. 1810. 


om’ us 2 OS ee a Ue ee Ck. ee 


~~ 





